Medical specialities develop so rapidly it is often difficult to get an understanding of their history. This does not apply just to medicine, yet in whatever field, nothing can be built and developed without solid foundations.
Neuroroadiology had its beginnings with the discovery of X-rays and radiology. In terms of its organisational structures though, Symposium Neuroradiologicum, created in 1939, is probably one of, if not the oldest. And since we believe it is a body worth preserving, it must change and develop. This is why the International Advisory Board of the XVII Neuroradiological Symposium began its work by drawing up a charter listing the main objectives of the Symposium. Published in 1999 (WFNRS Bulletin 1:3, 2000 , the charter clearly set out our goals, which included organising a top quality scientific programme designed to broaden the minds of all neuroradiologists, not only from our own field where superspecialists abound, but from other areas as well. It is this sort of open-mindedness that will allow neuroradiologists to harness the new imaging techniques just around the corner and most importantly, identify new avenues of research -the lifeblood of any dynamic, developing discipline.
This was what the charter had in mind when it emphasized that the Symposium Neuroradiologicum should be accessible to neuroradiologists of all countries and also to all those -young trainees or more senior colleagues -unable to attend meetings of this kind for financial reasons.
Nor were the cultural and ethical issues included just to satisfy a whim of the organisers. They are a clear statement of our conviction that current knowledge of the brain and how it works is very limited, and that debate focusing on the enormous functional capacity of the human brain is a means of reaffirming that all cerebral areas must be considered "eloquent" and hence treated with great respect.
Did the congress meet the goals set and provide answers to the various concerns?
Since development can only spring from solid foundations, it appeared essential to prepare a publication to mark the XVII Paris Symposium Neuroradiologicum: "L'histoire de la Neuroradiologie mondiale" ("The History of World Neuroradiology"). Initially designed as a 300 page black and white publication, it rapidly grew to a 600, four-colour volume in small print, testing the eyesight of many, no doubt! It is a truly historic document although it makes no claim to be a complete history of world neuroradiology. It was neither designed nor is it exhaustive enough to fit that bill. Rather, we asked as many national, supranational, local and regional Neuroradiology Societies to contribute. All those who have experience in preparing a joint publication know the enormous difficulties involved. The number of contributors who volunteer and then do not actually deliver far exceeds the stalwarts who get their article in before the very last deadline.
There was also a great temptation to narrow the history of the particular Society to the experience of the author himself, a very human error which accounts for some of the failings of the book. On the other hand, the volume brings together a wealth of documentation which, either given a cursory reading or analysed in depth, provides a clear overview of the difficulties we face today, and consequently, their possible solutions.
The symposiums scientific programme was extremely broad. Each morning, two, twohour plenary sessions with ample discussion time, dealt with a wide range of subjects, often not strictly neuroradiology issues. The first session made an attempt to look at "The value of the human brain" against the backdrop of man's civilisations and religions. The aim of this debate was not of course to provide any clear-cut answers but to stimulate thought on the key influence our respective cultures have on the way we sec the brain and the human being in general.
A report on "The practice of neuroradiology throughout the world" had been requested by the International Advisory Board and was prepared with the help of the World Federation of Neuroradiological Societies.
Presented by Professor Augusto Goulâo, it contained a wealth of information that will be key to future reflection on how to better organise the future of our speciality.
The sessions on molecular imaging and nanotechnologies opened a window on the enormous challenges awaiting us as developments oblige a complete review of our current thinking on imaging the nervous system. The magnificent pictures of anatomical sections currently provided by magnetic resonance will, in the near future, be mere support frameworks within which to identify much more precise information in a given 3D space. It will probably be necessary to "invent" new "imaged" methods to represent information that today is still invisible.
Foetal imaging, where progress bas been enormous, poses difficult ethical problems which each of us solve according to our cultural backgrounds. The whole question of the outermost limits of "normality criteria" is one we will be obliged to study and define systematically in order to declare whether a foetus is "good enough to live", and so be allowed to go to terra, or has a construction defect and should be destroyed. Here again, we were not concerned with advancing any dogmatic position but rather of opening up the whole issue to an indispensable, wideranging discussion.
At the same time, technological progress and its attendant discussions, especially in the field of interventional neuroradiology, should not let us lose sight of the impact that a particular diagnosis has on the life and future prospects of the person "benefitting" from this scientific advance. The chance finding of an aneurysm in a "normal" person can be considered a stroke of luck when preventive treatment is successfully carried out without complications. However, we now know that this sort of chance finding can have devastating effects on someone previously unaware of The XVII Paris Symposium Neuroradiologicum Its aims, history and impact his/her condition. Here again, we must be aware not only of the psychological but also of the social and economic consequences that "progress" in our discipline may have.
Cerebral vascular accidents are part of everyday neuroradiological practice. Improvements in patient management techniques have meant that these patients are now first-line emergency cases, a fact that obliges us to review our organisation and facilities, of course within the framework of the economic possibilities of the country in which we work. This question was debated during the session dedicated to "The three hours following cerebral ischaemia".
Attendance of the lunch symposia and the many parallel afternoon sessions was extremely high -thanks also to the numerous "reminders" during the plenaries. The various auditoriums were constantly full, indeed some rooms proved too small to hold everyone wanting to attend. The subjects of these sessions had been carefully chosen from among some 800 proposals received. It would be impossible to give a summary of these wide and numerous sessions. The outstanding quality of the presentations, however, confirms the high consideration enjoyed by our Symposium within the scientific community.
An art exhibition entitled "Brain Up" and inaugurated on the first day, was dedicated to paintings and sculptures representing emotions and brain functions. The very hard work of the organisers and especially, the members of the Exhibition Committee, Ms Mahé Boissel and AnneMarie Franques, met with well deserved success. The exhibition was very much in line with the overall spirit of the Symposium Neuroradiologicum to highlight the immense creative possibilities of the brain and, by the same token, show that despite the progress of "Neurological Science", we are far from knowing exactly how the brain works. This is a key factor encouraging us to respect the brain at all costs whatever the area of the brain we deal with. The cerebral districts we have up to now considered "not eloquent" have certainly not said their last word! The exhibition's catalogue, edited with great aesthetic taste and meticulous care, further testified to the excellence of this all too shortlived exhibition.
The numerous aspects of the Symposium Neuroradiologicum were divulged to all participants thanks to the intelligent and highly readable "Daily News", compiled by a team of young, dedicated and talented neuroradiologists under the direction of Professor Pierre Lasjaunias. This was another initiative well worth the effort and cost, from all points of view. Indeed at the end of the Symposium, many asked to be supplied with the issues they missed.
The Symposium Neuroradiologicum bulletin is now available on the Symposium website (www.symposium-neuroradiologicum.org) where all documents can be downloaded free of charge.
I would like to thank and congratulate all my friends of the International Advisory Board, Marco Leonardi, JeanFrançois Bonneville, Emmanuel Alain Cabanis, JeanMarie Caillé, Olof Flodmark, Michael S. Huckman, Pierre Lasjaunias, Claude Manelfe, Michael Sage and Anton Valavanis.
At the end of this overview, the question still remains: will the XVII Symposium Neuroradiologicum have an impact on the development of neuroradiology or was it just a priviliged occasion for those who were lucky enough to attend? Obviously there is no clearcut answer. For more than fifty years, Symposium Neuroradiologicum has continued to thrive thanks to the energy and unshakable resolve of all its presidents and pastpresidents.
All the Symposium's past-presidents were in Paris: Professors Giovanni Ruggiero, Nestor Azambuja, Torgny Greitz, George du Boulay, Mutsumasa Takahashi, exept for Pr. Eric Lingreen unable to attend on this occasion.
These past-presidents are the backbone of the Symposium Neuroradiologicum which will, of course, continue to develop in close collaboration with the world representative body of neuroradiology created several years ago, the World Federation of Neuroradiological Societies. Currently these bodies are fully complementary, and this is why I believe that collaboration between them must be continuously reinforced while ensuring that neither lose their own specific character.
If this Symposium could take place, it is thanks to the hard work of the International Advisory Board and it's members who did not hesitate to sacrifice hundreds of hours to patiently develop the scientific program. I am specially thankfull to the Vice-president, Marco Leonardi, to Emmanuel Cabanis who agreed to supervise the draft and edition of the book devoted to "the History of Word Neuroradiology", to Jean-Marie Caillé, Olof Flodmark, Michal Huckman, Claude Manelfe and Anton Valavanis who constituted " the working edge " of the scientific program with Pierre Lasjaunias who, in addition, ensured the heavy load of the "Symposium Neuroradiogicum Daily News". Unfortunately it is not possible to quote all those who contributed to the scientific organization but our recognition will be transmitted trough the Presidents of the different "sub-committees": Ugo Salvolini (Head and Neck), George Salamon (Neurosciences), Anton Valavanis (Interventional Neuroradiology), Claude Manelfe (Morphological and Functional Neuroradiology), Charles Raybaud (Pediatric Neuroradiology), as well as the members of the "Human Related Committee".
Exhaustive publication of all scientific presentations brought to light at the time of this Symposium would have been a colossal endeavour, practically impossible to carry out within a reasonable timeframe. Marco Leonardi agreed to undertake "to put in music" all detailed summaries the participants entrusted us immediately after the Symposium.
This work constitutes two volumes published within the framework of Rivista di Neuroradiologia, allowing indexing in the scientific literature. Thus, in the name of all participants who will be able to get access to these works and those who will seek information I thank Marco Leonardi for his devotion and effectiveness.
To conclude, it appears obvious that the extremely large panorama outlined during this last Symposium, conveys us the confidence as for the immense developing possibilities of Neuroradiology, in all its aspects, within a much broader but specialized context represented by what it is now agreed to be called "Neurosciences".
Professor Luc Picard President of the XVII Symposium Neuroradiologicum
